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No. 35 OF 1926. 



Plie iirst day of September,One thousand 

nine hundred and tvrenty-six. 



GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE. 

CORONERS’ ORDINANCE 

No. ;{5 of 1R20. 

An Ordinance to regulate the powers 

and duties of Coroners. 


RE 
with the 


IT ENACTED by the High Commissioner for Palestine 
advice of the Advisorv Council thereof: 


1. This Ordinance, may 
nance. 1fP26. 


he cited as the Coroners* Ordi- 


2. 'Hie High Commissioner may from time to time ap¬ 
point one or more Administrative Officers of the Government 
in each District to be Coroners for the District. 


3. (1) Where a Coroner is informed that the dead body 

of a person is lying within his jurisdiction, and there is rea¬ 
sonable Cause to suspect that such person has died either a 
violent or unnatural death, or has dien a sudden death of which 
the cause is unknown, or that such person has died in prison 
or whilst confined in a lunatic asylum, or in such place, or 
in such circumstances as require an inquest, the Coroner shall, 
subject to the provisions of Section 5 hereof, hold an inquest 
thereon as soon as practicable. 

(2) The Coroner may postpone the burial of any body 
within his jurisdiction until an inquest has been held and if 
the Corner has not dispensed with the inquest under Section 5, 
the body shall not be buried until the Coroner has made an 
order for burial. 


i. (1) If the cause of death is unknown and there is 
reason to suspect that the death was caused by violent or 
unnatural means, the Coroner may direct any qualified medi¬ 
cal practitioner resident within his jurisdiction to make a post 
mortem examination of the body and may further direct any 
qualified person to make an analysis of the contents of the 
stomach or intestines, and in either case to report to him. When 
an analysis has not been ordered v the examination shall extend, 
if the medical practitioner considers it necessary but not other¬ 
wise, to such dissection of the body as he thinks requisite. 
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(2) Every medical practitioner so directed shall (un¬ 
less lie immediately procures the services of some other me¬ 
dical practitioner to perform the duty,) immediately upon re¬ 
ceipt of such directions, proceed to the place where the dead 
body shall be, and shall make a postmortem examination thereof 
with a view to determine therefrom the cause of the death, 
and shall report in writing to the Coroner stating the appear¬ 
ance of tlie body and the conclusions which lit 1 ? draws there 
from touching the cause of death. Such report shall he prinw 
facie evidence of the facts therein stated. 


Provided that where a person states upon oath before tin 
Coroner that in his belief the death of the deceased was caused 

or entirelv bv the 


partly or entirely by the improper or negligent treatment 
of a medical practitioner or other person, such medical practi¬ 
tioner or other person shall not be allowed to perform or as¬ 
sist at the postmortem examination of the deceased. 


7). (1) Where in any report made under the last prece¬ 

ding Section the medical practitioner shall certify that death 
is due to natural causes, and that the body shows no appearance 
of such death being attributable 'to or accelerated by violence 
or unfair means or culpable or negligent conduct on the part 
of the deceased or other person, the Coroner may, in bis dis¬ 
cretion, require the medical practitioner to verity the report 
on oath, and upon such verification may, by order under his 
liand, authorise the immediate burial of the body and dispense 
with the holding of an inquest. 


(2) A medical practitioner upon whose report the 
Coroner shall dispense with an inquest shall be entitled to such 
fee as shall be prescribed by Regulation under this Ordinance. 

(>. Upon the death of a prisoner or person confined in a 
prison or lunatic asylum, the Superintendent or person in 
charge of the prison or asylum shall immediately give notice 
to tile Coroner who shall forthwith hold an inquest on the body. 
In default, the Superintendent shall be liable to a fine not ex¬ 
ceeding £E. 5. 

7. • The Coroner shall have all the powers of a Civil Ma¬ 
gistrate in the conduct of an inquest If he shall find any per¬ 
son guilty of murder or manslaughter or accessory to such of¬ 
fence, he - shall commit such person for trial in accordance 
with the provisions of the Trial Upon Information Ordinance, 
1924. Where any person is so committed, the inquisition, to¬ 
gether with the depositions and the statement, if any, of the 
accused, the recognisances of the witnesses, and the bail bond 
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if any, of the accused, shall be transmitted immediately by the 
Coroner to the Chief Clerk of the Supreme Court or the Chief 
Clerk ol the District Court as the case may be, to whichever 
Court he mav have committed the accused. 


8. The deposition of any witness taken before a Coro¬ 
ner on an inquest in the presence of the accused person may 
be given in evidence at the trial of the accused if the witness 
is dead, or the Court is satisfied that for any sufficient cause 
his attendance cannot be procured. 

9. At any time after all the depositions of witnesses shall 
have been taken, every person who shall have been committed 
for trial by the Coroner shall be entitled to have copies of (lie 
depositions on which such finding shall have been based 
payment of the prescribed fees; but it shall be lawful for 
Coroner to order that the depositions shall be supplied fre 
cost when il shall appear to him that the circumstances of the 
accused warrant a free supply. 
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The Coroner may hold an inquest on a body which 
within his jurisdiction, notwithstanding that tin 4 cause 
did riot arise within his jurisdiction. 


11. It shall he lawful for the Coroner* to adjourn an in¬ 
quest lo a future day and to the same or another place, as lie 
shall think fit. 


1 ‘2. So soon as the evidence shall he closed, I lie Coroner 
shall enter his finding* in a book to he kept by him for that 

He shall send to the authority for registering deaths 


finding 


is given, a 


purpose. 

in the District, within five davs after the 

' I 

certificate giving information concerning the death and speci¬ 
fying his finding with regard to the cause of death, and stating 
also the time and place at which the inquest was held. 


'13. At the hearing of any proceedings before a Coroner 
the report signed by the medical practitioner appointed by the 
Coroner to hold a postmortem examination or by the person 
appointed to make an analysis shall be admissible as evidence 
unless the Coroner requires the said practitioner or person to 
attend as a witness. 


14. Any medical officer of the Department of Health 
or any private medical practitioner who has carried out a post¬ 
mortem examination or who has attended the Coroners inquest 
or any person who has made an analysis shall be entitled to re¬ 
ceive remuneration in accordance with the scale prescribed by 
Regulation under this Ordinance. 
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15. If a body is found in such circumstances that there 
is reasonable cause to suspect that the person died an unna¬ 
tural or violent death, the person finding the body shall forth¬ 
with give information to the officer in charge of the nearest 
Police Station. In default, he shall he liable to a fine not ex¬ 
ceeding £E. 5. 

lti. The High Commissioner may make, and when made 
may vary or revoke, Regulations:- 

(a) prescribing the fees to be paid to medical prac¬ 
titioners ; 


(b) piescribing the forms to he used by Coroners; 

(c) generally, for the purposes of this Ordinance. 


1st September, 1926. 


PLUMER F. M. 

High Commissioiier. 



